The laminins: role in intestinal morphogenesis and differentiation.
Dynamic and reciprocal heterotypic cell interactions are crucial for intestinal morphogenesis and differentiation. This paper emphasizes the role of basement membrane molecules and in particular of laminins as potent mediators in this intercellular cross talk. Changes in the expression or localization of laminin isoforms or of integrins during development and cell migration strengthen the concept that heterogeneity in cell-matrix interactions could mediate distinct cell responses. A combination of genetic or biochemical approaches associated with in vitro models allows us to study the potential role of each laminin isoform in basement membrane assembly, cell migration, or cell differentiation.